


Curriculum Statement 
Elveden C of E Primary Academy Curriculum 
Intent
We have 5 clear aims which are inextricably intertwined with our Christian vision, mission statement, physical and mental wellbeing and Building Learning Power. 
We want our children to be:
· Ready to learn: Children have a positive, confident attitude to learning.  They are both physically and emotionally ready to learn. 
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7

· [image: D:\USB Drive\BLP\BLP\squirrel.jpg]Resourceful: Children show initiative, asks well thought out questions and are prepared to use a variety of strategies to learn. 
Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 1 John 3:18


· [image: D:\USB Drive\BLP\BLP\owl.jpg]Reflective: Children are curious, able and willing to learn from their mistakes and can describe their progress 
For the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity. Proverbs 24:16 


· [image: D:\USB Drive\BLP\BLP\tortise.png]  Resilient: Children are prepared to persevere and stay involved in their learning, even when        the process is challenging. 
I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13
 

· Reciprocal: Children are prepared to help each other and work as a team.
[image: D:\USB Drive\BLP\BLP\team ant.jpg]For the body is not one member but many. 1 Corinthians 12:14											


The curriculum at Elveden C of E Primary Academy is designed to provide a broad and balanced education that is inclusive of the needs of all pupils and gives them the skills, knowledge and understanding to prepare them for life’s journey, bringing glory to God. It ensures that academic success, as well as physical and mental development and health and well-being are key elements that support the development of the whole child and promote a positive attitude to learning.
We recognise our role in developing children’s sense of justice and the associated skills and attitudes to become valued citizens of the future, in a safe and nurturing environment.
We aim to raise aspirations and eradicate social and economic disadvantage by providing enriching opportunities to increase cultural capital.
The aim of our curriculum is for pupils to have the skills to be successful, independent and motivated learners in readiness for their next stage of education. It is important that the curriculum prepares children for their future and builds on our key values of hope, trust, respect and forgiveness. The curriculum celebrates diversity and values all God’s children with dignity. 
We encourage children to be confident and enthusiastic learners and enable them to take risks. Within a climate of high expectation and challenge, all children are guided, supported and inspired to fulfil their true potential, emotionally, physically, spiritually and intellectually, both during their time at school and in their life ahead.

Implementation
At Elveden C of E Primary Academy, we offer a curriculum which is broad and balanced and which builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills of all children, whatever their starting points, as they progress through each Key Stage.
Our curriculum follows the 2014 National Curriculum and thematic topics are taught throughout the school that are personalised and meet the needs of our context. Themed topics are devised to teach defined skills, knowledge and understanding in a structured way that ensures progression through the school, consistency across year groups and coverage over time. The themed topics have been designed to complement and build on one another with clear progression and threads so that in subsequent year groups, children will be able to explore concepts deeper, applying their knowledge in different contexts and making connections.    
We recognise the changing needs and interests of our pupils and we are responsive to this, regularly developing existing topics.   
Some pupils are still working on the Early Learning Goals of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum as they enter Year 1. There is a period in the autumn term where the majority of children progress to the National Curriculum. Throughout this period and beyond, all children are still developing their phonic knowledge through the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ phonics programme and developing their fluency in reading through daily reading sessions.
Foundation subjects are delivered using a thematic topic approach and assessed using the National Curriculum as a basis to ensure coverage and progression throughout the school. 
All staff take responsibility for areas of subject leadership and all staff receive CPD to help them develop professionally. Staff work with subject leaders from other schools and have the opportunity to apply what they have learnt to have a positive impact in driving their subject forward.
Subject leaders monitor planned lessons and offer advice, support and guidance to further improve planned lessons. Subject leaders visit classes, monitor the work in books and spend time talking to the children about their learning. The school regularly receives feedback from the children through pupil perceptions.
Immersion days and other enrichment activities are key to the curriculum design. Our ‘Treasured Memories’ project and ‘Elveden Explorers’ allow children to experience a range of opportunities that enhance what they learn in the classroom.   
The more able are challenged further in their learning through enrichment sessions and children who find aspects of their learning more difficult are appropriately supported so that they too are enabled to experience success. 
The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils and their understanding of the core values of our school, are embedded within the curriculum with a particular focus on spiritual development as a Church of England Academy.
The English curriculum is delivered using Talk for Writing (T4W) in EYFS and KS1 which develops children’s writing skills through imitation, innovation and independence. Alongside this, children experience lessons on grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting. In Key Stage 2, IPEELL is introduced to provide a structured approach to teaching and learning of all writing text types except poetry which is taught in a different but age-appropriate way.
Across KS1 and 2, children have daily reading sessions, focusing on developing fluency. The school uses high quality core texts to teach English and where appropriate, these may relate to the topic. Our focus is on using texts that develop a rich vocabulary bank and a vehicle to develop oracy.
All children use Lexia which is an online individualised reading programme to support phonics, spelling and comprehension skills. 
‘The Elveden Essential Reads’ are texts chosen to promote reading for pleasure and for their level of challenge and language. Children choose books from these lists throughout the year and take these home to read and share (alongside a phonic decodable reader in EYFS and KS1). 
The Mathematics curriculum is taught using White Rose Maths, supplemented by Primary Stars in KS1,  and the concrete, pictorial, abstract approach. Children focus on fluency, problem solving and reasoning alongside daily arithmetic and counting sessions.  
We want our children to become fluent in the fundamentals of Mathematics, through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. Children access White Rose premium resources, My Maths and NumBots/Times Tables Rockstars in order to practise these skills. 
English and mathematics are taught in mixed ability year groups. In all year groups, there are small group interventions in order to support pupils in gaining the key skills to become successful readers, writers and mathematicians. However, the emphasis is on quality first teaching which means minimal intervention is required. Teachers are encouraged to use pre and post teaching as appropriate.
R.E. is taught using the ‘Emmanuel Project’ throughout the school. This ensures that children have the opportunity to engage with religion and reflect on what this means to them. In EYFS and KS1, ‘Tom and Tessa’ are used to make this meaningful to children so that they can make links with their own experiences. In KS2, there is a developing philosophy (Philosophy4children) of the ‘Big Ideas’, allowing children to consider questions deeply and encourage an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith.
Collective worship play a fundamental role in our curriculum with daily worship built in to the day. This is an opportunity for the whole school to gather together, engage in worship, respond to the messages we hear and to make a difference in the world. The themes are referred to throughout the school day, when referring to our actions, our treatment of others and how we are impacted as individuals. 
Sports coaches support physical education and dance. There is a comprehensive programme of tournaments that all children are able to participate in throughout their time at school. We ensure that all children have had the opportunity to represent the school in a sport before they leave Year 6.  Children participate in swimming lessons, for one term a year, in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 to ensure they are competent swimmers before the end of their time at Elveden.
 Themed weeks, whole school activities and opportunities within and outside school all enrich and develop the children’s learning. Most of these opportunities take place within ‘Family groups’ to ensure that children at Elveden work with children from other year groups, including their siblings. This provides an opportunity to develop inclusivity for all and focus on the ‘Values for Life’ programme.  
The outdoor environment and the local community are considered an opportunity for active learning for all our pupils. The surrounding grounds provide opportunities to enrich different curriculum areas, particularly science and geography. We have a forest schools site, a Multi- Use Games Area, a wellbeing garden, a spiritual classroom and access to Elveden Estate land/farms. We are an ‘Outdoor Play and Learning’ (OPAL) school which focuses on developing 18 areas of play to and sustain quality play for all. This has transformed our school lunchtimes and children have the opportunity to work with each other to be creative and inventive in their play.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils have opportunities to share their learning with each other, their parents and carers and other learners through school-based and external exhibitions, performances, competitions and events involving other schools. Parents are invited in to look at the children’s learning and leave positive comments through open days. We have a Facebook page, Twitter and ‘Treasured Memories’ group page, where children’s learning and successes are celebrated each day. The Building Learning Power aims are firmly embedded, alongside our Christian teachings and values, and ensure our children develop their independence and motivation as learners and their sense of responsibility as future citizens.
Impact
From their own starting points, children will make excellent progress academically and socially, developing a sense of spirituality so that they are well prepared for the next stage in their life journey. 
All of our children will have the skills, knowledge and understanding to be successful in all that they choose to do. They will leave Elveden C of E Primary Academy confident and dignified individuals, with a deep respect for others, which is embedded through their behaviour and them as citizens of the future.  They will have the belief that they can overcome the biggest challenges, with the guidance of the Christian faith. 
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